Reading Lists

These are lists of generally reliable books and articles on the subject.  Many of them include more detailed bibliographies and guides to further sources.  You should be able to obtain them from local lending or reference libraries, or through the inter-library loan service.  More specialised articles may be found in Costume (the annual journal of the Costume Society), and Textile History (a bi-annual journal published by the Pasold Research Fund).

 The History of Fashion: General Reading

Arnold, Janet
A HANDBOOK OF COSTUME, Macmillan, 1973


PATTERNS OF FASHION: Englishwomen’s dresses 


And their construction, Macmillan


Vol 1 c1660-1860


Vol 2 c 1860-1940


Vol 3 c 1560-1620

Cumming, Valerie
EXPLORING COSTUME HISTORY 1500-1900,


Batsford Educational, 1981

Ewing, Elizabeth
HISTORY OF TWENTIETH CENTURY FASHION,


Batsford 1974, 1986

Ribeiro, A and
A VISUAL HISTORY OF COSTUME, Batsford, 1991

Cumming, V (eds)

Ribeiro, A                               THE GALLERY OF FASHION, National Portrait 

                                                Gallery, 2000

Mediaeval Dress

1 Cunnington, CW and                  HANDBOOK OF ENGLISH MEDIAEVAL  

Cunnington, P
COSTUME, Faber 1952, revised ed 1973

Evans, Joan
DRESS IN MEDIAEVAL FRANCE,


Oxford University Press, 1952

Hartley, Dorothy
MEDIAEVAL COSTUME AND LIFE,


Batsford, 1931

Houston, Mary
MEDIAEVAL COSTUME IN ENGLAND AND 


FRANCE, A & C Black, 1939

Scott, Margaret
A VISUAL HISTORY OF COSTUME: The 


                                 Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries, Batsford 1986

Sixteenth Century Dress

2 Arnold, Janet
PATTERNS OF FASHION: The Cut and Construction


Of Clothes for Men and Women c1560-1620, Macmillan 1985

QUEEN ELIZABETH’S WARDROBE UNLOCK’D:

The Inventories of the Wardrobe of Robes Prepared in July 1600, WS Maney, 1988

3 Ashelford, Jane
A VISUAL HISTORY OF COSTUME: The Sixteenth 


Century, Batsford, 1983


DRESS IN THE AGE OF ELIZABETH I, 


Batsford, 1988

Cunnington, CW and
HANDBOOK OF ENGLISH COSTUME IN THE

Cunnington, P
16th CENTURY, Faber 1954, revised 1970


Seventeenth Century Dress

4 Arnold, Janet
PATTERNS OF FASHION: The Cut and Construction


Of Clothes for Men and Women c1560-1620, Macmillan, 1985

5 
PATTERNS OF FASHION: The Cut and Construction


Of Clothes for Men and Women c1660-1860, Macmillan, 1972

Cumming, Valerie
A VISUAL HISTORY OF COSTUME: The Seventeenth Century, Batsford, 1984

Cunnington, CW and
HANDBOOK OF ENGLISH COSTUME IN THE

Cunnington, P
17th CENTURY, Faber, 1955

Waugh, Norah
THE CUT OF MEN’S CLOTHES, 1600-1900,


Faber, 1964


THE CUT OF WOMEN’S CLOTHES, 1600-1900,


Faber, 1968

Eighteenth Century Dress

Arnold, Janet
PATTERNS OF FASHION: The Cut and Construction


Of Clothes for Men and Women c1660-1860, Macmillan, 1972

Buck, Anne
DRESS IN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY ENGLAND,


Batsford, 1979

Cunnington, CW and
HANDBOOK OF ENGLISH COSTUME IN THE 

Cunnington, P
18th CENTURY, Faber, 1957

Ribeiro, Aileen
A VISUAL HISTORY OF COSTUME: The Eighteenth


Century, Batsford, 1983


DRESS IN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY EUROPE 


1715-1789, Batsford, 1984


THE ART OF DRESS: Fashion in England and France


1750-1820, Yale University Press, 1995

Rothstein, Natalie (ed)
BARBARA JOHNSON’S ALBUM OF FASHION


AND FABRICS, Thames and Hudson, 1987

Waugh, Norah
THE CUT OF MEN’S CLOTHES, 1600-1900,


Faber, 1964


THE CUT OF WOMEN’S CLOTHES, 1600-1900,


Faber, 1968

                                                Nineteenth Century Dress

Arnold, Janet
PATTERNS OF FASHION: The Cut and Construction


Of Clothes for Men and Women 

Volume 1: c1660-1860

Volume 2: c1860-1940

 
Macmillan, 1972

Buck, Anne
VICTORIAN COSTUME AND COSTUME ACCESSORIES, Herbert Jenkins, 1961, revised edition


Ruth Bean, 1984

Byrde, Penelope
NINETEENTH CENTURY FASHION, Batsford, 1992


JANE AUSTEN FASHION: Fashion and Needlework in 


The Works of Jane Austen, Excellent Press, 1999

Cunnington, CW and
HANDBOOK OF ENGLISH COSTUME IN THE 19TH 

Cunnington, P
CENTURY, Faber, 1959, revised 1970

Foster, Vanda
A VISUAL HISTORY OF COSTUME: The Nineteenth


Century, Batsford 1984, 1992

Lambert, Miles
FASHION IN PHOTOGRAPHS 1860-1880, 


Batsford, 1991

Levitt, Sarah 
FASHION IN PHOTOGRAPHS 1880-1900, 


Batsford, 1991

Marly, Diana de
THE HISTORY OF HAUTE COUTURE 1850-1950,


Batsford, 1980

Newton, Stella Mary

HEALTH, ART AND REASON: Dress Reformers of the 19th Century, John Murray, 1974

Rothstein, Natalie (ed)
BARBARA JOHNSON’S ALBUM OF FASHION


AND FABRICS, Thames and Hudson, 1987

Waugh, Norah
THE CUT OF MEN’S CLOTHES, 1600-1900,


Faber, 1964


THE CUT OF WOMEN’S CLOTHES, 1600-1900,


Faber, 1968

                                    Twentieth Century Dress - General

Arnold, Janet
PATTERNS OF FASHION: The Cut and Construction


Of Clothes for Men and Women, c1860-1940

 
Macmillan, 1972

6 Byrde, Penelope

A VISUAL HISTORY OF COSTUME: The 20th





Century, Batsford, 1986, 1992

Dorner, Jane


FASHION IN THE TWENTIES AND THIRTIES,





Ian Allen, 1973

Dorner, Jane


FASHION IN THE FORTIES AND FIFTIES,





Ian Allen, 1975

Ewing, Elizabeth

HISTORY OF 20th CENTURY FASHION, Batsford





1974, 3rd edition revised by Alice Mackrell, 1992

Howell, Georgina

IN VOGUE: Seventy-five Years of Style, 

Century, 1991

7 Mansfield, A and

HANDBOOK OF ENGLISH COSTUME IN THE

Cunnington, P


20th CENTURY 1900-1950, Faber, 1973

McDowell, Colin

MCDOWELL’S DIRECTORY OF TWENTIETH





CENTURY FASHION, Frederick Muller, 1984

                                                FASHION TODAY, Phaidon, 2000

Owen, Elizabeth

FASHION IN PHOTOGRAPHS 1920-1940,





Batsford 1993

Rolley, Katrina and

FASHION IN PHOTOGRAPHS 1900-1920,

Aish, Caroline


Batsford 1992

Waugh, Norah


THE CUT OF WOMEN’S CLOTHES 1600-1930,





Faber, 1968

Twentieth Century Dress - Designers

General
Carter, Ernestine
MAGIC NAMES OF FASHION, Weidenfeld


And Nicolson, 1980

Marly, Diana de
THE HISTORY OF HAUTE COUTURE 1850-1950,


Batsford, 1980

Milbank, Caroline Rennolds
COUTURE: The great fashion designers, Thames and


Hudson 1985, 1991

Steele, Valerie
WOMEN OF FASHION: Twentieth century designers,


Rizzoli, 1991

McDowell, Colin                    FASHION TODAY, Phaidon, 2000

Designers

Jove, Marie-Andree and
BALENCIAGA, Thames and Hudson, 1989

Demornex, Jacqueline

Hulanicki, Barbara
FROM A TO BIBA, Hutchinson, 1983

Haye, Amy de la, and
CHANEL, V&A Publishing/Thames and Hudson, 1994

Tobin, Shelley

Giroud, Francois
DIOR, Thames and Hudson, 1987

McDowell, Colin
GALLIANO, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1997

                                               JEAN PAUL GAULTIER, Cassell & Co, 2000

Deslandres, Yvonne
PAUL POIRET, Thames and Hudson, 1987

Quant, Mary
QUANT BY QUANT, Cassell, 1966

Rawsthorn, Alice
YVES SAINT LAURENT, HarperCollins, 1996

White, Palmer
ELSA SCHIAPARELLI, Aurum Press, 1986

Martin, Richard
GIANNI VERSACE, Metropolitan Museum of Art,


New York, 1997

Demornex, Jaqueline
VIONNET, Thames and Hudson, 1991

Mulvagh, Jane
VIVIENNE WESTWOOD: An Unfashionable Life,


HarperCollins, 1998

Children’s and Babies’ Clothes

Buck, Anne
CLOTHES AND THE CHILD, Ruth Bean, 1996

Cunnington, P and
COSTUME FOR BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND 

Lucas, C
DEATHS, A&C Black, 1972

Ewing, Elizabeth
HISTORY OF CHILDREN’S COSTUME, 


Batsford, 1977

Rose, Clare
CHILDREN’S CLOTHES, Batsford 1989, 1990

Sichel, M
HISTORY OF CHILDREN’S COSTUME,


Batsford, 1983

Walkley, Christina
WELCOME SWEET BABE: A Book of Christenings,


Peter Owen, 1987

                                             Head-dresses and Hair

Eckstein, E
HAT PINS, Shire Album 286, 1992

Ginsburg, Madeleine
THE HAT: Trends and Traditions, Studio Editions 1990

McDowell, Colin
HATS: Status, Style and Glamour, Thames & Hudson,


1992

Probert, Christina
HATS IN VOGUE SINCE 1910, Thames & Hudson,


1981

Corson, Richard
FASHIONS IN HAIR, Peter Owen, 1965

Courtais, Georgine de
WOMEN’S HEAD-DRESSES AND HAIRSTYLES IN


ENGLAND, Natsford, 1973, 1985

Stevens Cox, J

AN ILLUSTRATED DICTIONARY OF HAIRDRESSING AND WIG MAKING, Batsford, 1984


Men’s Dress

Arnold, Janet
PATTERNS OF FASHION: The Cut and Construction


Of Clothes for Men and Women c1560-1620, Macmillan, 1985

Byrde, Penelope
THE MALE IMAGE: Men’s Fashions in Britain


1300-1970, Batsford, 1979

McDowell, Colin
THE MAN OF FASHION, Thames & Hudson, 1997

Martin, Richard and
JOCKS AND NERDS: Men’s Styles in the Twentieth

Koda, Harold
Century, Rizzoli, 1990

Occupational Dress

Cunnington, P and
OCCUPATIONAL COSTUME IN ENGLAND FROM

Lucas, C
THE 11TH CENTURY TO 1914, A&C Black, 1967

Cunnington, P
COSTUME OF HOUSEHOLD SERVANTS FROM 


THE MIDDLE AGES TO 1900, A&C Black, 1974

Cunnington, P and
CHARITY COSTUMES OF CHILDREN, SCHOLARS

Lucas, C
ALMSFOLK AND PENSIONS, A&C Black, 1978

Ewing, Elizabeth
EVERYDAY DRESS 1650-1900, Batsford, 1984

Hall, M
SMOCKS, Shire Publications, 1979

Marly, Diana de

WORKING DRESS: A History of Occupational Clothing, Batsford, 1986

Oakes, A and
RURAL COSTUME, Batsford, 1970

Hamilton Hill, M

Williams-Mitchell, 
DRESSED FOR THE JOB: The Story of Occupational

Christobel
Costume, Blandford Press, 1982 

Underwear

Carter, Alison
UNDERWEAR: The Fashion History, Batsford, 1992

Ewing, Elizabeth
DRESS AND UNDRESS, Batsford, 1978

Farrell, Jeremy
SOCKS AND STOCKINGS, Batsford, 1992

Page, Chrisopher
FOUNDATIONS OF FASHION: The Symington


Collection of Corsetry 1856-1979, Leicestershire


Museums, 1981

Waugh, Norah
CORSETS AND CRINOLINES, Batsford, 1964

Wedding Dress

Arch, Nigel and
ROYAL WEDDING DRESSES, Sidgwick and

Marschner, Joanna
Jackson, 1990

Cunnington, P and
COSTUME FOR BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND

Lucas, C
DEATHS, A&C Black, 1972

Montsarrat, A
AND THE BRIDE WORE…, Gentry Books, 1973

Probert, C
BRIDES IN VOGUE SINCE 1910, Thames and


Hudson, 1984

Useful websites

General: Galleries and Museums:

www.museums.co.uk
Helpful for finding UK museum sites

www.vam.ac.uk
Victoria & Albert Museum

www.metmuseum.org
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.  Information about the collection and images of objects

www.paris.org/Musees/Arts.Textile
Musee des Arts de la Mode et du Textile (Musee Galliera)

www.embroiderersguild.org.uk
Costume History:

www.costumegallery.com
Huge site, aimed at students, designers and reproducers of costume.  Nice primary sources, eg 19c magazines.  Good links.

www.costumes.org
History of costume (no references), nice primary sources such as fashion plates.  Good links

www.milieux.com/costume
Nice 19c magazines

www.dnaco.net/~aleed/corsets/corsetpage
How to make an Elizabethan corset

www.geocities.com
Highly personal site devoted to the 1960s

www.fashiondig.com
Mainly about where to buy vintage 20c clothing, but some good images (mostly unattributed) of 1960s fashion

www.fashion-flashbacks.com
Good information on 1960s, 1970s and 1980s fashion, also links to other sites and suggestions of useful books

www.centuryinshoes.com
Good pictures, also adverts from each decade of the twentieth century

www.glovers.org
Introduction to the collections of historic gloves belonging to the Worshipful Company of Glovers of London (on loan to the Museum of Costume, Bath)

General Fashion:

www.fashionangel.com
Gateway to sites which have received the ‘Angel of Fashion’ award.  Easily searchable site with links to sites on beauty, designers, magazines etc

www.fashion.net
 Another easily searchable site with good links and sections on same areas as 

www.fashionangel.com
www.apparel.net
Site with good links.  Emphasis on mass-market, not high fashion.

Designers:

www.firstview.com
The most comprehensive site that I have found on European and American designers.  Photos from collections are particularly useful.

www.fashionlive.com
Fashion news, video clips and photos from London, Paris, New York and Milan

Miscellaneous:

www.costumesociety.com
www.medats.cwc.net
Site of the Medieval Dress and Textiles Society

www.livinghistory.co.uk
For re-enactors

